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wing, and thus open the road to Ladysmith. The execution
even of the preliminary moves, although the crossing was
effected without opposition, consumed a week, so that the
enemy had ample time to pierce and prepare to counter the
Britisli design by the concentration of strong forces in prolonga-
tion of their right and in face of the advancing British.
At length Warren, to whom Buller had practically given
over the direction of the advance, decided to attack the Boer
position frontally, and to storm Spion Kop, apparently the
key of it, at night; but when morning dawned the captors of
the hill found themselves a target for devastating fire from three
sides, and suffered so severely that at nightfall their commander
withdrew just as reinforcements and artillery were arriving to
his aid and the enemy were preparing to give up the struggle.
In face of this set-back Buller and Warren decided that the game
was for the moment lost, and that it only remained for them
to retire and renew the attempt elsewhere ; and by the end of
the month the army was once more back on the south bank of
the Tugela. A week later a new attack was undertaken, this
time against the left of the new Boer front, where only the peak
of Vaal Krantz blocked the road to open country beyond.
When this hill had been captured, however, it was found that
guns could not be brought up, and that without their support
further advance in face of flanking fire from the heights on
either side of it would be too costly to risk. Thus there petered
out in failure the third of Buller's attempts to relieve Ladysmith;
but if he himself was inclined to despond, his troops were still
ready and eager for battle; and urged on by Roberts, and by
reports as to the critical condition of the beleaguered town and
the departure of a proportion of the enemy forces to face the
new British offensive in the Free State, he resolved to try one
more throw of the dice.
This time the Boer left was the objective of his attack.
This, resting as it did on a group of hills lying east of Colenso
and on the south bank of the Tugela, had all along seemed to
many the most promising of good results ; the operations were
well conceived and admirably executed, and after six days'
methodical fighting the whole group was in our hands.   The
Tugela, however, still remained to be crossed, and the main
Boer position on the hills beyond it to be dealt with; and its
capture took several days of desperate attacks, all costly, and
more than one unsuccessful to boot, before the storming of
Pieters Hill, the northern buttress, on February 27, involved
the fall of the remainder of the hostile defences and the collapse
of the resistance.   While Buller's cavalry joined hands with
the wrecks of gallant men who had for four months so